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TO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY DJIBOUTI 
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AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY SANA 

UNCLAS STATE 245279 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ET, SO, SOPN 

SUBJECT: PRESS BRIEFING OF OCTOBER 1 1 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF OCTOBER 1 1 PRESS BRIEFING DEAL- 
ING WITH ALLEGED US PROPOSAL FOR PLEBISCITE AND A CEASE- 
FIRE IN THE OGADEN: 

Q. HODDING, ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, SOME UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

A. YES. 

Q. ON FRIDAY, YOUR SPOKESMAN, JOHN TRATTNER, SAID, "THERE 
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IS NO TRUTH TO THE REPORT THAT THE UNITED STATES HAD MADE 
A PROPOSAL FOR A PLEBISCITE AND A CEASE-FIRE IN THE OGA- 
DEN BETWEEN ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA. DO YOU NOW HAVE INFOR- 
MATION THAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG DID IN FACT MAKE SUCH A 
SUGGESTION TO THE SOMALI FOREIGN MINISTER? 

A. YES. I THINK SO LONG AS WE WATCH THE PHRASEOLOGY, 
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I'M PREPARED TO GO BOTH WAYS WITH YOU. THE FIRST IS THAT 
THERE HAD BEEN NO PROPOSALS MADE BY THE UNITED STATES 
ON THE QUESTION OF A SOLUTION, PER SE, IN WHICH WE WOULD 
TAKE PART, OR SPECIFICALLY A PROPOSAL ON A REFERENDUM. 
THERE HAS BEEN NO PROPOSAL. I'LL GET TO YOUR QUESTION 
ABOUT AMBASSADOR YOUNG, TOO. THERE HAVE. OBVIOUSLY, 

BEEN DISCUSSIONS BECAUSE WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
SITUATION, BUT IT IS OUR POSITION THAT THIS IS A SERIOUS 
SITUATION, AND WE FEEL THAT THE PROPER PLACE FOR RESO- 
LUTION IS IN THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY. WE THINK 
A SETTLEMENT IS THE PREROGATIVE OF THAT ORGANIZATION AND 
NOT POWERS THAT LIE OUTSIDE THE CONTINENT. 

THE SECRETARY DISCUSSED WITH A NUMBER OF HIS AFRICAN 
COUNTERPARTS THE OGADEN SITUATION, SINCE WE ARE CON- 
CERNED ABOUT THAT KIND OF A MATTER IN WHICH AFRICANS ARE 
FIGHTING AFRICANS, AND WE DID WANT TO KNOW WHAT THEIR 
VIEWS WERE ON IT, ON HOW IT BEST COULD BE RESOLVED. TO 
REPEAT. WE DID NOT PRESENT A PROPOSAL FOR A REFERENDUM. 

IN DISCUSSING THE SITUATION IN THE OGADEN - AND THIS 
HAPPENED TO OCCUR AT A LUNCH - AMBASSADOR YOUNG MENTION- 
ED IN PASSING, IN WHAT WAS A CONVERSATION IN A LARGER 
GROUP. THE POSSIBILITY OF A REFERENDUM AS ONE APPROACH 
TO THAT CRISIS. IT WAS NOT MEANT AS A FORMAL 
SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL. THE AMBASSADOR SHARES THE GENERAL 
VIEW OF OUR GOVERNMENT THAT THE OAU SHOULD BE THE PROPER 
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AGENCY FOR RESOLVING THAT QUESTION. 

Q. I THINK MAYBE YOU CAN GO ONE MORE STEP, THOUGH. 

ISN'T IT TRUE THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS FLOATED THE IDEA 
THAT IF THE OAU CANNOT HANDLE IT. THERE SHOULD BE SOME 
PLEBISCITE THAT WE WOULD PARTICIPATE IN - 

A. IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING - 

Q. -AS A FALLBACK? THE PREFERENCE, AS I UNDERSTAND, 

IS THE OAU, BUT THAT IS NOT THE ONLY SOLUTION WE 
HAVE DISCUSSED? 

A. IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING SINCE IT IS WRITTEN SPECIFIC- 
ALLY HERE, THAT NEITHER THE SECRETARY NOR ANY OF THE 
AFRICANS EITHER FOREIGN MINISTERS OR OTHERS WITH WHOM 
HE DISCUSSED THE GENERAL SITUATION, MENTIONED THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A REFERENDUM. 

Q. AND- 

A. AND IN THAT CASE, I SIMPLY WOULD HAVE TO SAY IT IS 
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NOT ON OUR AGENDA AS A PROPOSAL. I KNOW NO MORE ABOUT 
THE GENERAL REACTION TO EVEN THE IDEA THAN YOU DO, BUT IT 
IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT IT IS GENERALLY CONSIDERED BY 
BOTH THE MAJOR PARTICIPANTS TO BE A NON-STARTER. 

Q. ALL RIGHT. SO IT WAS TABLE TALK, IT WAS JUST 
CONVERSATION ON YOUNG'S PART? 

A. THAT’S RIGHT. AS I UNDERSTAND, IT WAS RAISED IN 
DISCUSSION AT THE TABLE OR AT THE MEETING, AS I RECALL, 

OF THE - WHICH LUNCH WAS THAT? 

Q. THE ARAB LEAGUE. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 STATE 245279 

A. THE ARAB LEAGUE, YES. 

VANCE 
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QUOTE UNCLAS STATE 245279 
E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ET, SO, SOPN 

SUBJECT: PRESS BRIEFING OF OCTOBER 1 1 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF OCTOBER 1 1 PRESS BRIEFING DEAL- 
ING WITH ALLEGED US PROPOSAL FOR PLEBISCITE AND A CEASE- 
FIRE IN THE OGADEN: 

Q. HODDING, ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, SOME UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

A. YES. 

Q. ON FRIDAY, YOUR SPOKESMAN, JOHN TRATTNER, SAID, "THERE 
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IS NO TRUTH TO THE REPORT THAT THE UNITED STATES HAD MADE 
A PROPOSAL FOR A PLEBISCITE AND A CEASE-FIRE IN THE OGA- 
DEN BETWEEN ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA. DO YOU NOW HAVE INFOR- 
MATION THAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG DID IN FACT MAKE SUCH A 
SUGGESTION TO THE SOMALI FOREIGN MINISTER? 

A. YES. I THINK SO LONG AS WE WATCH THE PHRASEOLOGY, 

I'M PREPARED TO GO BOTH WAYS WITH YOU. THE FIRST IS THAT 
THERE HAD BEEN NO PROPOSALS MADE BY THE UNITED STATES 
ON THE QUESTION OF A SOLUTION, PER SE, IN WHICH WE WOULD 
TAKE PART, OR SPECIFICALLY A PROPOSAL ON A REFERENDUM. 
THERE HAS BEEN NO PROPOSAL. I'LL GET TO YOUR QUESTION 
ABOUT AMBASSADOR YOUNG, TOO. THERE HAVE, OBVIOUSLY, 

BEEN DISCUSSIONS BECAUSE WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
SITUATION, BUT IT IS OUR POSITION THAT THIS IS A SERIOUS 
SITUATION, AND WE FEEL THAT THE PROPER PLACE FOR RESO- 
LUTION IS IN THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY. WE THINK 
A SETTLEMENT IS THE PREROGATIVE OF THAT ORGANIZATION AND 
NOT POWERS THAT LIE OUTSIDE THE CONTINENT. 

THE SECRETARY DISCUSSED WITH A NUMBER OF HIS AFRICAN 
COUNTERPARTS THE OGADEN SITUATION, SINCE WE ARE CON- 
CERNED ABOUT THAT KIND OF A MATTER IN WHICH AFRICANS ARE 
FIGHTING AFRICANS, AND WE DID WANT TO KNOW WHAT THEIR 
VIEWS WERE ON IT, ON HOW IT BEST COULD BE RESOLVED. TO 
REPEAT, WE DID NOT PRESENT A PROPOSAL FOR A REFERENDUM. 

IN DISCUSSING THE SITUATION IN THE OGADEN - AND THIS 
HAPPENED TO OCCUR AT A LUNCH - AMBASSADOR YOUNG MENTION- 
ED IN PASSING, IN WHAT WAS A CONVERSATION IN A LARGER 
GROUP, THE POSSIBILITY OF A REFERENDUM AS ONE APPROACH 
TO THAT CRISIS. IT WAS NOT MEANT AS A FORMAL 
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SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL. THE AMBASSADOR SHARES THE GENERAL 
VIEW OF OUR GOVERNMENT THAT THE OAU SHOULD BE THE PROPER 
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AGENCY FOR RESOLVING THAT QUESTION. 

Q. I THINK MAYBE YOU CAN GO ONE MORE STEP, THOUGH. 

ISN'T IT TRUE THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS FLOATED THE IDEA 
THAT IF THE OAU CANNOT HANDLE IT. THERE SHOULD BE SOME 
PLEBISCITE THAT WE WOULD PARTICIPATE IN - 

A. IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING - 

Q. -AS A FALLBACK? THE PREFERENCE, AS I UNDERSTAND, 

IS THE OAU, BUT THAT IS NOT THE ONLY SOLUTION WE 
HAVE DISCUSSED? 

A. IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING SINCE IT IS WRITTEN SPECIFIC- 
ALLY HERE, THAT NEITHER THE SECRETARY NOR ANY OF THE 
AFRICANS EITHER FOREIGN MINISTERS OR OTHERS WITH WHOM 
HE DISCUSSED THE GENERAL SITUATION, MENTIONED THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A REFERENDUM. 

Q. AND- 

A. AND IN THAT CASE, I SIMPLY WOULD HAVE TO SAY IT IS 
NOT ON OUR AGENDA AS A PROPOSAL. I KNOW NO MORE ABOUT 
THE GENERAL REACTION TO EVEN THE IDEA THAN YOU DO, BUT IT 
IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT IT IS GENERALLY CONSIDERED BY 
BOTH THE MAJOR PARTICIPANTS TO BE A NON-STARTER. 

Q. ALL RIGHT. SO IT WAS TABLE TALK, IT WAS JUST 
CONVERSATION ON YOUNG'S PART? 

A. THAT’S RIGHT. AS I UNDERSTAND, IT WAS RAISED IN 
DISCUSSION AT THE TABLE OR AT THE MEETING, AS I RECALL, 

OF THE - WHICH LUNCH WAS THAT? 

Q. THE ARAB LEAGUE. 
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A. THE ARAB LEAGUE, YES. 

VAN CE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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